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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 9-1 3, 15-19, 21 -23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Faust (6,196,627). Faust disclose a vehicle seat, comprising a backrest 
(12) having a backrest cushion (13) with a ventilation layer (23) through which air can 
flood, and at least one first ventilator (29) for ventilating the cushion by sucking up air 
from the rear side of the backrest cushion and blowing it into the ventilation layer, 
wherein the ventilation layer is divided into a lower section(lower portion of the backrest) 
and an upper section (upper portion of the backrest) by an air barrier (31 ; extends in at 
least a portion of the transverse direction of the seat) running in a transverse direction of 
the seat, the at least one first ventilator (29 in the lower portion of the backrest) being 
assigned to the lower section and at least one second ventilator (29 upper portion of the 
backrest) is assigned to the upper section and operating in an air-conveying direction 
opposite to an air-conveying direction of the at least one first ventilator. 

3. In regards to claim 10, wherein backrest cushion (13) has a cushion pad in which 
at least one upper air duct (30) is provided in the region of the upper section and at 
least one lower air duct (30) is provided in the region of the lower section of the 
ventilation layer (23), air ducts being configured to completely penetrate the cushion 
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pad from a rear side of tine bacl^rest cusliion as far as tine ventilation layer, and the at 
least one first and second ventilators (29) being respectively assigned to the air ducts, 
see figure 1 . 

4. In regards to claims 11, 13, 15, 18, and 23, wherein the at least one first and 
second ventilators (29) are operatively arranged in the air ducts (30). 

5. In regards to claims 12, 16, 19, and 24, wherein the cushion pad is operatively 
fixed on a cushion support (15, see column 3 lines 13-16). 

6. In regards to claim 21 , wherein the pressure-distributing layer (24) is a perforated 
foam material, see column 3 lines 25-30. 

7. In regards to claim 22, wherein the ventilation layer (23) is a pressure-resistant 
knitted spacer fabric, column 3 lines 20-25. 

8. In regards to claims 17 and 26, wherein the backrest cushion (13) includes a 
pressure-distributing layer (24) covering the ventilation layer and an air-permeable 
cushion cover (27) spanning the pressure-distributing layer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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10. Claims 14, 20 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Faust in view of Buss (6,808,230). Faust furtlier comprised a cusliion pad 
composed of a rubberized hair layer (2), but fails to show an air-blocking layer. 

1 1 . Buss teaches the use of an air blocking layer (column 3 lines 55-60). 

1 2. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the ventilation seat with an air blocking layer as taught by Buss, in 
order to improve the quality of the seat in regards to sitting comfortably. 



Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to ventilation seat: U.S Pat. No. 5902014, 6189966. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERIKA GARRETT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6859. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:30 
a.m.-6:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on 571-272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IE. G.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3636 
August 20, 2009 



/DAVID DUNN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3636 



